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ABSTRACT 



The educational system of Turkey is uiscussed from a 



historical perspective. There are two main components to the 
educational system: formal education^ which consists of preschool r 
primary, secondary, and higher education; and non-formal education, 
which provides educational opportunities for adults. Turkey has 
undergone a numDer of social changes ir the 20th century including 
the transformation of the state from an empire into a republic; the 
population has risen dramatically; there has t)een intensive migration 
from rural areas to urhan areas; and the social status and role of 
,*omen have changed. These changes have influenced and been influenced 
by the educational system, and have resulted in increasing the 
educational needs of Turkish society. Eight priorities of the 
educational system, based on existing problems, are outlined* (DB) 



« Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
* from the original document. 



ITDUCATION AND CHANGING SOCIAL RE/^lTlES IN TUI^KEY 
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This paper aim& at presenting educational movements 
and its implications on social life in Turkey. 

A& 13 kncswn, Turkey is a bridge betiyeen Asia and 
Europe both culturally and geographically. In faci., 
Turks originally come from central Asia and are 
mostly formed Nith oriental cultural patterns. 
Since the Republican proclamation in 1923 they have 
been approaching tr western culture and intending 
to be a mender of European countries. In this 
transition period, social values and realities 
have been changing very rapidly. For this reason, 
education has an important role in Turkish life. 
The paper discusses the amazing changes and the 
rale of education in the society. 

Finally., some predictions are made for the future 
of social life and education system in Turkey. 
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Introduction 



Thi? lands of Turkey are located at a point Mt)e>re tht» tt)r&e 
contmi^nts coni^titute thfc? ancit»nV Nurld - Ati>* a^A<r ica at^d Eurupi.^^ 
ar«:» €.loi;»fe' to i::*c^Lh cittitff afid t^lfciddlt' tlie point whciT Eur api^^ and 
fki^iA fltir*ift» Turkey ha«3i been a br i dye beii^ei^n Cai^'l and Wt^^t both 
culturally and g^ograpru cal 1 y for age*^ becau&e of xt& location. 
Ihe niainland of Anatolia, named once a& A^i a Mifiur later 
converted into America Minor, has alnaysb been the birthplace of 
many great civilizations such as Hitjites, Romans, Sel juKs, and 
Ottomans thrc^ghout history. It has also been prominent as a 
centre of comnierce because of its connections to three 
continents and the seas - The Black Sea , The Eageaen Sea and 
Ttie lied i t err enean Sea - surrounding i t on three sides. 



i itorical Perspectives of Turkey 

The Republic of Turkey, as. i s known throughout the world 
today, is quite a new state, although Turks appeared on the 
Anatolian peninsula, early in the middle ages. 

The Republic of Turkey, proclaimed in 1923, inherited two 
historical resources with roots extending into the depths of the 
past* The former is the glorius past o-f the Turkish people that 
dates back approximately over four millenia; the latter is the 
history of Anatolia, where the Turks settled and which they have 
made their haioe since the Xlth century- 
Turkish tribes scattered throughout an area of 18 million 
square meters between the 20th century B.C. and the 20th century 
A. D. and founded several states which made their mark in the 
history are symbolized on the Presidential Flag of the Turkish 
Republ ic * 

Trie first signs of the Turkish civilization in Anatolia can 
be seen at the beginning of tf}e Xlth century, when Turks 
migrating from Central Asia came and settled here. Until the 
proclamation of the Turkish Republic in 1923, Anatolia was ruled 
over first by various Turkish 'Beyliks' and later by the 
[^11 umans. 

During the World War 3, the Ottoman Empire sided with 
Gfe^rniany and Austria and after the defeat of the Central Forces 
was forced to sign the Sevres Peace Treaty. 

* Mustafa Kemal ATATuRK, known as the Father of Turks^ defied 
the provisions of the Treaty of Sevres^ whereby Anatolia was to 
be parti tionedy and starting the War of Independence gave the 
country back its freedom. On October 29, 1923, he proclaioted the 
Republic. The Republic of Turkey today, in line with the 
pr 1 nciples outl i ned by ATATuRK, is a social , democratic and 
secular state* 



Turkish Elducati onal System 



Tht; Turkish National Educational Syi>teoi, 1 j I.e tht- oiUur 
&y&temt3 in the world, ib the product of an interaction proce«-t> 
dC'pending on an hi&torical bacl.gr uund. 

The educational tradition ci< the OllDman Lmpire (l?9V-19rr.> 
It- ba%»^Ll upon the iL^lciaiit: b.ic i.yr uund . There Mere religouta ba^ed 
school «i m primary, i^ecundar y diid higher education. Ttie purpui>e 
of primary school named aib Sibyan school Ma«. i&lamic 
religious instruction. The Koran was recited and the principal 
prayers tuere learned by rote. Nedre&e&, the secondary and niglier 
educational institutios, were in many Mays the most influential 
and distinctive institutions of the Ottoffian Empire. These 
institutions Mere t^ssentially religious in character. The Palace 
Schools* called Mekteb-i Enderun, established soon after the 
conquest of Istanbul in 1453. The aim of the Palace School Mas to 
train the ablest children for leadership positions in the 
political body of the Ottoman Empire, either as military leaders 
or as high administrators. 

At the beginning of the 19th century , it Ma<^ realized that 
education should be one of trie duties and respfwsibi 1 i t les of the 
state. In fact, the first Ministry of EducatiCKi Mas established 
m 1857, but still there continued a dual system of education; 
religious schools existing side by side Mith others m which 
secular subjects were taught. 

The proclamation of the Republic has brought a big change to 
the fundamental structure of the state, to its aims and functiofis 
and the education*! system has become the main power for this 
change. 

Since then, the Ministry of National Education is 
responsible for the performance , supervisicm and auditing of 
all educational services, on behalf of the Govermtrit in 
conformity with the provisions of the Basic Law of National 
Educat i on. 

The f undamt-'ntrtl structure of Turkish Nation<sl Educational 
System tias been set up by tfie Cur»st i tut i on of the Republic of 
Turkey and the Basic Law of National Education. 

The following are the constitutional principals underlining 
the Turkisfi Educational System. 

1. Universality and equality, 2. Fulfilment of individual 
and social needs, 3. Freedom to choice, 4. Right to education, 
r.. Equality o4 opportunity, Education for all throughout life, 
7, Adherence to Ataturk's reform principles, B. Education for 
democracy, 9. Secularism, 10. Scientific approach, 1 1 . Educational 
planning, 12. Co - education, 13- School - parent cooperation, 
14. Education everywhere (apart from school). 
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structure of the System 



Accordiny to the bat^iic Law uf National education Juiii- 1973, 
no 1739, lurKii:,h C duc«il i cinal Syti^teai consi &t!3 of two main 
Lai«|iunt.ntb, reftrried iu ci». t tit/ 'formal education' and 'non-iormal 
t'iJut at 1 iJM ' - 

rt>f III4JI 1 rduf.L.ttiun 

The foriiial education covt-rt, the? institutions of pre-school 
education, i mar / education, secondary educatior) and hiyher 
educ at 1 on» 

Pr e-school Education 

Thxs stage covers the education of children who are yet to 
attain the school age and is voluntary. By the end of 1990s the 
covtrfr aye of nursery schools and classes will have been expanded 
in rieavily populated cities where both mothers and fathers work, 
well as for families in economic distress; and the sctio- 
lar legation target will have reached at 11.5 per cent. 

Primary Education 



The primary education covers the education and training 
the children from 6 to 14 years is compulsory for both buys 
girls, and is free in state-run schools. 



of 
ind 



The primary education is comprised of 5^ year primary schools 
and S-^year middle schools. In 1971-1972 the implementation of the 
eight year primary education sch:>ols was started in IB pilot 
schools in 16 provinces and the numuer of the primary education 
schools rose to 927 in 1990--1991 school year. Currently a great 
effort is being made to raise the number of years uf compulsory 
education froiii !j to 8 m Turkey. 

Sec undar y Educ at i on 

Secondary education encompasses general high schools, 
vocational and technical schools offering at least three years of 
education. 



The aims of secondary 
for higher education and f 
take their place in the soc 
4rj percent; 24 percent i 
technical educdtion. The 
education is to channel i 
vocational and technical 
educatiofi. Turkey ricAS under 
together with the moderni 
''Apprenticeship and Vocati 
objective is to use the en 
settifig and thus to devel 
educ at i on. 



education are to prepare the students 
or a vocati on » which provides them to 
iety. The scholar isatior) rate is about 
n the general and 21 percent in ttie 
long term objective of the secondary 
ze 65 percent of the students to 
education, 35 percent to the general 
taken a reforfn that has been initiated 
zation of apprenticeship through the 
onal Training Act** of 1986. Its main 
ter prise sector as a second learning 
op a 'sandwich system' at secondary 
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HiytiL'i fe'ciucation cov^r^ all educational ini:>ti tut i un& which 
prtividb' at It-'cibt ivvuj yt-ar uf t.*dui.atipn fulluMiiii| ^L^cuiidcsr y 
t'iJut.cit I cjit* Till' iitj-gr tell istiitd arfc* two-year, four^yt?ar and jjoi-l - 
fjr c«diitAti,'» lUyhi-r t.'Uui txl i unal J nb.t 1 1 ut i ont, art^» afliliait-d Xu tl»t' 
HiC|hi?r C thieati oricil Cutiuc*] tr^tut dbl i t;;»tit/d ofi NDVtiiibLr 19G1. Tht- 
Ihijhi'f [!duu(AliCin dbii 4«id cmuffiOuv*, public juridical budy willi tf»f 

criiilhurity aiuJ r *-t:.pun*3ibi 1 i t y \u adfiti ni &t«^r the activities of ^11 
hi yher educational irii^t i tution^. 

There are 29 uni ver &itie«> in Turkey, all but one is run by 
the state, with 399 Faculties and 263 Further Collegetb. 

Tution i& charged for higher education, although financial 
aid IB gi ven to needy student*^ pr oven abi 1 ity. 

The t^cholcir isation rate iu about 15 percent in higher 
t-ducati on. It hai^ been planned that higher education facilities 
will be e9;parsded throughout the country* 

Non--For mal Education 

Non-foriijal education provides educational opportunities for 
tho&e who either have never been within the formal sy£»tem or who 
are currently at a certain stage of the &ame or have left their 
formal learning. 

The aimi. of non-formrfl education are to teach reading and 
writing to adults, to provide basic knowledge, to further develop 
knowledge d^nd tp^llls after formal education and to provide new 
skills for empl oyment » 

Non-formal educcitiun includes general and vocational 
components and is carried out m 749 adult education centers in 
Turkey-The new apprenticeship t^ysteiti developed by trie Apprentice- 
^Uifj rtnd VcicatiUHdil Training Act in 198£> which enables on the job 
training also include butfi general e*nd vocational educdtion. 

Tht- iiun-^ f or itial educc^tiun will gcAin a greater significance 
dur ing tfie curr efit plan period in Turkey with tlie development of 
1 nter fiat 1 unal r el «it i t»n:. , the innovation!^ in science and 
teclmolugy, the improvement of communication capabilities , thc^ 
advent of ttie "information society " age , the r«pid ctionyes m 
the structures of profest^ions and the occurence of sudden deniand^ 
ifi thfc- 1 abuur market. 



Ch(5irigxfiy rducatiunc»l Needs of the Society 

Before stating educational needs, it is necessary to view 
changing social realities in historical perspective in Turkey. 



After thfcf Rt^publxcy Bucial ch«*ngei> under thtr 1 tr'di Jer t>hi p uf 
ATATuRI bilarted vt^r y rapidly. Wt.- can suiiimar i t* ilt4-t>t:* ctic*fiL}e«:* 

liirl*-, wfaj ccMMf Cufitr dl Atild cAi^d bi^>iilc>d xii Anatolia, 

i'*,t abl 1 I tht- ntlonitdifi Empirt^ c^part from tievt-r al t>lotetp and 
lived a 600 yfc-ar tiuie aiid ulter tfii.^ fall of the ^empirt:' Iht^y 
oianagitd tu fuuiid thf^ir lat;.t Lttate in Anatulia again*. IL i^ 
believ&d that Modt=^n TurLi&h State will be b>:ist fort^ver anJ bt- 
governed by the Republ i c • Radi cat suci al and cul tur al chanyc'^ 
under the leadership of ATATuR*' have begun in the early of The 
Rebuplicaii Trri* Ihe ntu^t ^significant changes Mere s 

a. The Proclamation of the RepubliCy 
b • The abol i t i on of the Sul tanate^ 

c. The abol tiofi of the Caliphate^C The Ottoman Emporers 
Mere c*l bo the religious leader of Mo&lems all over t^ie 
world) 

d. Intr oducti Oil of the Latin Alphabet ver ^»u»b Arabic 
Al phabet , (because- the Kor an was wr i tten i n Arabi c t,o the 
latinuatiuri of the alphabet at that time was one of the 
most far-reaching reforms in 1920&. > 

e* Civil Law in&tead of Islat^ic Law, hecelle (The law book 

which is full of Islc^aiic rules)* 
f» The Law of Unification and Modernization of the 

Educational System, (Secularization in Educatiuri) 

The above luentioned changes were amazingly realized very 
raoidly iff 19ro^5, becaut^e the newl y-e^^tabl i shed gover nniiirnt under 
tfie leader vJwp tji ATATuRK Wt^s strong enough to enforce its reform 
progf antmet^. Theft's wtiy social changes in Turkey started from top 
tu the bottom, because 0«ost of the people were illiterate in 
early time^ of the Republic. 

2m Social Changes related to Population Csplotion 

The population of Turkey, estimat£*d to be 12.5 mi 1 1 1 Oi> m 
1973^ increcstrLtJ tu 13-5 million ifi 1927 and 50.7 million m 
Acccjrdiny to Iht.' 1990 pu|.ulatiuri census, Turkey has appro>. i matel y 
Vj7 million X rihc:^bi tanis. The annual growth rate is 2-5 percent 
»si)iich gives the Turkish society a youlhf ul cl^iaracter.. Educational 
needs of the young gener«*tion is getting mare and more. Jn 1989 
school year, 1.5 million children started primary education arid 
every year 250.000 children c«re to be etdded to this number. Tht- 
yin»iiger (je; ii-r at i on the- country hai-, the more school s, teacher t 
tariiJ investments H needt. • 

3- Migration from Rural Areas to Urban ^eas 

Bu^cause of the high rate of industrialization taking place, 
intensive migration from rural to^urban are^is started in 1950s 
and continues to the present day. As a result of this, the rural 
population has rapidly decreased as a proportion of the tptal 



popu! luii. II t-Lt intotird ihal urban pcipulatiuii will tiuve 

ifc-«;iLtied icj r,/i.7ri i>i.-f cent >n 1994. In upit^ ui jncreat^iny 
ur btuii. alion, riuwu-ver > sticial lift? and Iht- division o4 role-. 
%vtt!iin 4aiiiilie-, ari? «;.lin !blfungly in^ luencc'd by. social value-., 
tatAtudi-s afuf ty M.t? rult-^ u< Islam. In 4aft, social and cullurdl 
ctian4.i4' It* uiiL* of till' uttj»*l t'viUent pliifncimena in lurley. 

fl. Cliaiiijif.ij lim i «1 L»iatii*3 cind F<uleb o< Wu«itfn 

TurKi^ti WL>«iitfn l.ad nu riyf^l to vote and to bt^ vuled buioitr 
ItiiL- ki^)jubl 1 r. . Illitofacy r'aitf wata high*?r afltony Huiiten than fl»en. At 
|ire>senf, y Wiiinu-n ar e uqut^il and have the &ame rightta ata inun xn 
politit.^, xn bu!iinee& and social li4e. Although they have woait-n 
liberc^iiony tho^be who live in rural areas es^pecially in the 
eai^ter*^ and south-eat>tern part of Turkey need more education - 

S. Changes in Tamil y Lift? 

AI tough u-xterided f ami 1 t-*- wet i* conimon in Turl.ey, cl prt**%'t»l 
tiucleut^ f aiiii 1 i 4,-^^ hcive bei-n cuifmion througfiout ttii^ uuuntry t^inue 
lilt- Rt-publ 1 i.c^n era. Family life and interaction in the family 
chajiginy. ll^t? r»ui.iber uf children are decreasing, etpetx«lly 
girls are attending t^chools more regularly and war I; in bu&iness 
life. Literacy rate- cmong women are increasing gradually. 



Cone 1 us i on 

Education i^ a facilitator and initiator of social ctianyet 
in a country. Tb^pecially formal and non-^f or mi-.l tducatiunal 
institution!^ n^'.^ x\\ Turfey accelarc^te the social changt-fe very 
rapidly. At the society char#yes, the educational needs of the 
*:,ociely also increases*. Ther ef ore^ the stiarp divisic^s between 
educated elite^a e*iic? illitt-r^^te masses allow change to be 
initiaikr-d, but they also create difficulties xn comruunicotion csnd 
poIitiiJc^l participation. The bridging of these yckps cantinL.t^i. to 
be one of ttie major ^jrobltms of Turkey. In order to solve tt»e 
illiteracy prat-^lent in Turley, ev4?n military administrations ifi 
196r^, 1971 and 1900 interfered witti the educational system and 
L»up^urled aiid enforced the educatxonal i nsLi tutx ons to xncreat^t 
lite literacy rate in the country* According to the earliest 
i-t «At i i cs, 89. percent of tt)e total populatxon ( IZ^Z* mxlllion) 
could neither read nor write in 1927. Raising the literacy ratt 
has been a ausjur ubjettive of tlie Republic ever uxnrt' li t cint 
into beiny cniiiJ hds cof»tinued up to now. The pruportion o4 
litter ales had increased to 30 percent xn 19fl^ and reached 
percent in 19!IpC/ and lastly 05 percent *n 1990. 

Modernism in lurkey h«*s depended on the secularization. For 
t^ecul ar xz at 1 on dut^ L. notmerely mean the dx sestabl x shment o{ 
religion, the abolition of relxgxous schools, the adoptxon of new 
laws, it also means ctianye in I terns of authority, in the value 
syv.tem of the sucicty and Iht ways in whicti individuals perceive 
themsel vec iii Lfiomy^ny couiety. 
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Av, the population increa^eB and social ctiangee, the? 

i^ducational net^di^ of the society are increa&ifig* In order tn 
f:>o) ve the bcAt:>ic prob!teni!=. during the last decade, the pr iori tiiii»£. 
Ill lurli«^h rducational Byste^fii can lie outlined follows 

Tu e;;puiiJ the pr uvi ss^acjm of pi e-'t^whuMl edui.«iit i u{> tu 
iii^ I 1 f ul 1 / * hf* dfr-iiiand for it, 

lu dvttitve a 100 percent |iar t i ci paia on rate in 
eleait^nlary irducatjuri ( 96 pt^rcent in 1986) 

3. Tu extend comprehensive schools wher^^ oiul ti -purpose 
proyr aoiiiie!? are to be offered in secondary education. 

To en^^hasize on technical and vocational education H»Md 
also to reacl^i a 65 per cent participation rate in secondary 
education 

5, To attain a 2L percent participation rate target in 
higtier education 

6» To to! f the necessary measures to raise the quality of 
nal i unal educat i c n 

7. To raise the rate of literacy of the society nhicii hdtb 
e^lr^€^d/ reached percent. 

8* To pay more attention on life long education. 

Comparat; 'e and International educators play an important 
role in order to realize the above nientioned c»b jecti vet^ . 
CoKipar tilt i vt^ educc^tors in each country should interact arid 
cuiiiniuriicati* to each other and exchange the ideas, researches, 
practices and e;:per i ences. In order to develop international 
understanding and consensus on national educational systems, 
comparative educators can e>:pand their ideas through 
inter nal i OHol conferences and iriass-Riedi a. I hope CICS Conf er triiwc' 
Iff Pi t l^^bur yfi Mill succeed m attaining this otijecti ve t-nd 
Turkish Educational Syt^ttrOt will be knonn better and also v^ill 
desfcr-rve to be studied in the world educational systeitis. 
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